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them the first time to join him in driving out the
Danes, tJhey refused to aid him. finally they
came to his aid, but at a time of their owsq> choos-
ifig, "When they came together to disnjws ques-
tions of common and general interest, their,
meeting or assembly was not one of subjects, or
followers, but of freemen. They had apparently
little taste for public meetings, and those of
them who were much occupied with their own
estates and their own affairs, got into the way of
staying away altogether. Those who had leisure,
or talent for such matters, went. Finally what
was then known as the Wiien&gemQt, or the
Meeting of Wise Men, and what has since be-
come the English Parliament, took over the set-
tlement of these questions, and loft the farmers
free to attend to their own affairs* Kvcn in
matters of justice and punishment each group
appointed one of their number richer or more
expert in such matters to choose juries and to
preside over such cases. Finally ^the sovereign *
got into the habit of naming such persona, al-
ready marked out as fit for such duties by their
neighbors, as magistrates, and in this, as we
should call it, free and easy fashion, the business
of government was carried on* You may go to
the Bow Street Police Court and -see the busi-
ness of the day carried on in much the same